Events:

Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary was assassinated in Sarajevo by a Bosnian Serb nationalist. This event triggered a series of diplomatic and military actions that ultimately led to the outbreak of World War I.

Declaration of War: Following the assassination, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914. This sparked a chain reaction of declarations of war among European powers, leading to the formation of the Allied Powers (including France, Russia, and later Britain) and the Central Powers (including Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire).

Trench Warfare: One of the defining features of World War I was trench warfare, characterized by entrenched soldiers facing each other across no man's land, resulting in stalemate and high casualties.

US Entry into the War: The United States entered the war on the side of the Allies in April 1917, following the sinking of the RMS Lusitania by a German submarine and the interception of the Zimmermann Telegram, in which Germany proposed a military alliance with Mexico against the United States.

Battles:

Battle of the Somme (1916): Fought between July 1 and November 18, 1916, on the Western Front between British and French forces against German forces. It resulted in over 1 million casualties and is one of the bloodiest battles in history.

Battle of Verdun (1916): Fought between February and December 1916, primarily between French and German forces. It was one of the longest and most grueling battles of the war, with massive casualties on both sides.

Battle of Gallipoli (1915-1916): Fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula in present-day Turkey between Allied forces (predominantly Australian and New Zealand troops) and the Ottoman Empire. It ended in a decisive Ottoman victory and heavy casualties for the Allies.

Generals:

Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig (British): Commanded the British Expeditionary Force on the Western Front and played a significant role in several major battles, including the Battle of the Somme.

General Erich Ludendorff (German): One of the top German military leaders, he played a key role in the development of German military strategy and operations on the Western Front.

Financial Losses:

World War I caused enormous financial losses for all participating nations. The total cost of the war was estimated to be in the trillions of dollars in today's money.

Many countries financed their war efforts through loans, increased taxes, and other measures, leading to economic hardship and instability.

Conclusion:

World War I was a watershed moment in history, shaping the 20th century in profound ways. It resulted in the collapse of empires, the redrawing of national borders, and the emergence of new ideologies and geopolitical dynamics. The war's impact was felt far beyond the battlefield, profoundly affecting societies, economies, and political systems around the world.



